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Natural Heritage Program

» The Heritage Program maintains information on Plant
and animal species and biological communities of
concern to the Navajo Nation. Its purpose is to collect,
manage and disseminate biological information for land
use planning to promote the conservation of biological
diversity.

» Late 1980’s NNDFW was included in the Project
Review Process for Endangered Species Act compliance

- All Development must have project approval/clearance

e [991- The Ist Navajo Endangered Species List was
approved by the Resources Committee based on
recommendations by NNDFW

Listed species, habitats and group status

» September 2008 Resources Committee amended
approved the RCP

# NNH
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Navajo Nation Code- Protecting
Wildlife and Biological Compliance

o Title 17, Section 507
e Makes it unlawful

- For any person to take, possess, transport, export, process,
sell any species of wildlife appearing on the Navajo
Endangered Species list

* Insure development complies with Navajo Nation & Federal
Wildlife Laws.

> Navajo Endangered Species Law (NESL)
> Endangered Species Act
> Migratory Bird Treaty Act
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Impacts to Navajo Nation Lands
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Decisions

Biological Resources Land Use Clearance Policies and Procedures (RCP)

Habitat

e To assist the Navajo Nation government and others to ensure compliance
with federal and Navajo Nation laws which protect fish and wildlife species
and their habitats, resulting in an expedited land use approvals. NNHP
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Addressing Impacts

* The NNDFW identified and mapped wildlife
habitat and sensitive areas that cover the entire
Navajo Nation

» Biological Resource Land-use Clearance Policies

and Procedures (BRLC) - now referred to as the
Resource Compliance Policy (RCP)- Sept. 2008




How does the RCP expedite
approval while protecting wildlife?

» Divides entire Navajo
Nation into 6 types of
wildlife areas

* Directs development to
areas where impacts will be
less significant

* Increase certainty in project
approval




Benefits of the RCP

* Use as a tool for planning projects to avoid highly
sensitive areas

e Directs and guides development to community
areas that are already established

* Project sponsors follow a process rather than
making up their own

e Streamlines the approval process and projects are
approved in a timely manner

e Endangered and sensitive species including their
habitats are protected

* Area 4 does not required a BE so no need to
spend money to get an assessment done

p
i
o
‘ -
T Mavajo Matural Herimge Program



ﬁ/IEW & APPROVAL PROCESS FOR BIOLOGICAL CLEARANCE

SUBMIT

PROJECT DATA NNHP
LOCATION » REQUEST ":IE-E/?ENVCL

PROPOSED TO NNHP

PROJECT
APPROVE

SURVEY AND

PROJECT BIOLOGICAL

APPROVED EVALUATION
with mitigation (:]9)

recommendations REQUIRED




Review and Update Policies

e Expedited process

* Protect and Manage
Resources

* Land use planning

Analyre the probilem

Critical Thinking Creative Thinking /

Imagine wakitom

* Programmatic
Agreements

Innovate the solition — le CatX

* RCP exceptions

Evaluate walutions [ Choose ane

Crithgue the solubon

Inprove the solition ]
* Proper planning

Implement the wohitoa e Consultation
e Public outreach

* Improve Computer
database
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Contact

Navajo Nation Department of Fish and
Wildlife

P.O. Box 1480
Window Rock, AZ 86515
928-871-6450

Navajo Natural Heritage Program

Sonja Detsoi/ Data Request Information: 928-
871-6472

Sam Diswood, Wildlife Manager: 928-871-7062

Pam Kyselka/ Environmental Review: 928-87 -
7065

Chad Smith/ Endangered Animals: 928-871-
7070

Andrea Hazelton/ Endangered Plants: 928-523-
3221

Please visit our booth for more
information.
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